Evaluation of HomeSafe: an injury and illness prevention program in residential construction.
To design a program evaluation to determine the effectiveness of a novel safety and health program in residential construction. The overall program evaluation incorporates five separate studies with designs including: pre-test-post-test control group designs for determining program effects on safety culture and safe work behaviors, and cohort designs to assess longitudinal changes in injury rates and workers compensation costs. Preliminary data from 252 respondents who completed a two-page questionnaire after attending an initial training session indicated that the innovative HomeSafe Program has been well received. Companies who have joined the program to date are not representative of the broader population of businesses in the residential construction industry, as they generally are larger with heightened concerns for health and safety. Evaluating a safety and health program being introduced into the dynamic residential construction industry presents numerous challenges which are discussed.